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Town of Vermont, Counties of Dane and Iowa have Spoken--Silence from ATC  
Michael McDermott  
Chair, Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee  
 
The County Boards of Dane and Iowa have taken steps to question or oppose the line. Several weeks ago, prompted by 
David Stanfield, Nikki Jones, our county representative and Pat Downing of nearby Mt. Horeb, held a meeting of the 
Environment, Agriculture and Natural 
 
Questions about and opposition to the Cardinal Hickory Creek high voltage transmission line have been loudly and 
solidly expressed by the people of Vermont and the County Boards of Dane and Iowa. 
 
The Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee, with the support of the Town Board, conducted a survey showing 
widespread opposition to ATC's line going through the Town of Vermont and questioning the need for it at all. The 
areas of concern were the cost of the line and resulting increase in utility bills, the loss of property value, taking of 
property through eminent domain and use of alternative energy sources instead. (See more details below) 
 
After the survey, the committee, again with board support, called a public meeting for concerned citizens on May 2.  
Seventy residents came with passion, ready to speak out! People indeed spoke about the beauty of the land, its recent 
history of farming and being close to nature   Many asked about the need for the line at all.  Residents spoke up who 
could not sell their house and land because of the threat of the line. Interested buyers identified the ATC line as the main 
reason for not following through with the purchase. Many were concerned that there was no consideration of 
alternatives like investing in programs rewarding efficiency, better use of the grid and local electrical generation. Again 
many spoke about the threat to property values and eminent domain.  
 
Many residents have asked whether the transmission line, if approved, would be more likely to go along County ID and 
18/151 past Mt. Horeb. The siting law requires new lines to go along existing right of ways and only then, new routes, 
when feasible., The “northern route” through Vermont and nearby Wyoming and Arena is proposed as a Revised 
Preliminary Corridor, one of two corridors required for an application to be submitted to the Wisconsin Public Services 
Commission (PSC). Which corridor is chosen will depend in part on public input, a factor listed first in consideration by 
ATC.  
 
The decision whether or not to approve the transmission line and the route it would take, is made by the PSC. Once the 
complete application is received by the PSC, there is a nearly year-long process of environmental impact assessment, 
public comment periods and technical discussions. The Cardinal Hickory Creek application is to be formally filed with 
the PSC in late 2018 or early 2019.  
 
The County Boards of Dane and Iowa have 
taken steps to question or oppose the line.   
Prompted by David Stanfield, Nikki Jones, our 
county representative and Pat Downing of 
nearby Mt. Horeb, held a meeting of the 
Environment, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee of the Dane County 
Board at Wisconsin Heights HS to propose a 
resolution asking ATC for more information on 
the need for the line.  It also asked about 
alternatives such as greater support for  
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(ATC Project, continued from front page) 
 
efficiency.  The resolution passed and then went to the Dane County board where 
it also passed!  
 
Additionally, the Iowa County Board passed a resolution in straight opposition to 
the line under any conditions. Voting to oppose the line is a new, dramatic and 
welcome event. 
 
Months ago, the Chairs of the Towns of Vermont, Wyoming and Arena made a 
formal request to have ATC come to a public meeting and answer specific 
questions they would have time to prepare for. ATC turned down the invitation, 
claiming that if they accepted this invitation, they would have to meet with 150 
more communities. They also stated that in order to attend the meeting, they 
would need engineers to answer the questions and the answers to the specific 
questions were on their website. http://www.cardinal-hickorycreek.com/.  
 
More recently, our Town Chair, Karen Carlock arranged a call to an engineer at 
the PSC that I was able to join.  He agreed to speak with us, and thus we have a 
contact person for future who knows our concerns. Presented with our and 
municipalities’ quest for more information from ATC, he made it quite clear the 
PSC has no responsibility or plans to have ATC answer any questions or requests 
from the public prior the application filing.  He said there would be a period later 
during the application process itself when the Environmental Impact Statement is 
in draft and final form, in which the public could comment. He was dismissive of 
discussion regarding alternatives to the line.  
 
Many people and organizations throughout the affected areas of Southwest 
Wisconsin have sought out their local, state and federal elected representatives and 
senators to pressure the PSC to fulfill their charge to allow public input.. At least 3 
state senators and 3 representatives from both parties are planning to support 
Towns in their request for information. Both Mark Pocan and Tammy Baldwin 
have been supportive. To start taking action, you can thank those who have taken 
actions such as Nikki Jones and Pat Downing for getting the Dane County Board 
to pressure the PSC and the Iowa County Board for opposing the line. There are 
links for sample letters and an automatic way to at our website for Vermont 
Citizens Powerline Action Committee’s website: http://www.vermont-citizens-
powerline-action-committee.org/ 
 
We will also be sending the PSC and ATC scanned copies of the surveys  
and a summary of the Town Hall meeting. 
 
We have yard signs. The signs are a growing presence in the town and the more 
they are seen the stronger opposition will be. Many see the signs as the first notice 
of the ATC line and then want more information. You may get a sign at the Town 
Hall or from me, mmcdermott75@outlook.com.  
 
The complete survey results can be found on our website but in brief: 

 171 respondents 165 strongly agreed or agreed that the ATC line should 
not go through the Town of Vermont 

 160 felt the same about not footing the bill 
 153 strongly agreed or agreed that there were better options for our 

energy future.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Internet Not-So-Blues 
 
By Karen Carlock adapted from 
communication with John Hallick 
 
For those who receive telephone 
and internet service through TDS, 
you may have heard the good news. 
TDS is currently laying fiber into the 
ground as part of the Town of 
Vermont broadband infrastructure 
upgrade. The expectation is that 
residents will experience improved 
bandwidth by the end of the 
summer, with target speeds of 25 
Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload.  
 
Thank you to all residents who 
completed the internet survey. John 
Hallick led the broadband 
improvement effort and used the 
data gathered through the survey to 
show that there was an undisputed 
lack of internet in the Town. John 
then lobbied federal, state and local 
officials. He also built a working 
relationship with leadership at TDS 
who determined that our needs were 
valid and decided to begin an 
upgrade in the Town of Vermont.  
 
We are hopeful that all Vermont 
residents, whether student, home-
business owner or simply one who 
wants to load a webpage within a 
reasonable amount of time, will 
soon enjoy improved access to 
broadband.  
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(ATC Project, continued from 2nd page) 
 
There is ever-growing opposition, questions and demands for presenting 
alternatives. There are signs that the business community is having second thoughts 
about more expensive transmission lines. Elected representatives are pressuring the 
PSC to do more. Join us, in the Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee 
building support for demanding the analysis of alternatives and really making sure 
any applications truly serves the public interest and not just the 10.2% annual return 
the builders will get for many years to come. 
 
We are forming work groups to promote easier involvement and effective action. 
Write to me or to the website. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Get your yard sign for a $5 contribution 

TOV County Road Update 
At the Annual Town Meeting on April 18th, questions came up 
concerning maintenance plans for Town of Vermont county 
roads. Nikki Jones, our Dane County Supervisor, followed up 
with the Dane County Highway Department.  
 
The only county road currently included in the highway 
department’s 5-year resurfacing plan is County Highway JJ, which 
is scheduled for resurfacing in 2020.  However, the county spring 
road tour was just completed, so it is possible priorities will be 
modified based on newly assigned ratings. Until the roads can be 
resurfaced, the county will be maintaining the roadway through 
patching and wedging.  

Karen Carlock, Town Chair

 
Calling Volunteers! 
 
Town of Vermont is looking for 
individuals interested in serving 
on the Town Road Committee. 
The road committee meets 
quarterly. Road maintenance 
makes up the largest portion of 
the annual Town budget, and 
resident input into planning and 
maintenance is valuable. If you 
have interest in serving in this 
capacity, please contact Karen 
Carlock at 
chair@townofvermont.com.  
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We Need Residents To Help The Town Of 
Vermont Control Invasive Plant Species 
 
Here is a list of invasive plants in Town of Vermont: 
 

 Garlic Mustard 
 Poison Parsnip 
 Buckthorn 
 Crown vetch 
 Birdsfoot 

trefoil 
 Burdock 

 Leafy spurge 
 Exotic thistles 
 Buckthorn 
 Honeysuckle 
 Autumn olive 
 Multiflora rose 

 
It can get to be overwhelming! Given the time of year, we thought it would be 
helpful to provide information on controlling wild parsnip.  
 
Below is an updated version of an article written by Jim Elleson that originally 
appeared in August 2014. 
 
Summer is on the way and that means we're all likely to encounter wild parsnip 
along our roadsides and in old pastures and fields.  This invasive plant, beside its 
habit of crowding out native vegetation, can also cause a rash or burn when its 
juices contact skin in the presence of sunlight. 
  
The burn is a chemical reaction, not an allergic response like poison ivy.  Some 
people react to the leaves brushing across their skin, while others get the rash 
only from juices from the cut plant.  At any rate, we should all be careful to wear 
long pants and long sleeves when working around these plants. 
  
Wild parsnip is a monocarpic perennial - it grows for one or more years as a basal 
rosette, staying relatively close to the ground.  Then when conditions are favorable, it 
flowers, produces seed, and then dies.  
  
Even though this plant can completely dominate an area where it gets established, it is easier to control than many invasive plants. The 
key to eliminating parsnip is to prevent seed production by mowing, cutting, or spraying the plants before they develop viable seed. 
   
Mowing is most effective for controlling large numbers of plants. Adult plants should be mowed after they have flowered but before 
seeds mature. Plants that are mowed too early will resprout and flower, though seed production will be reduced. Plants that are mowed 
too late will have viable seeds that will produce new plants. 
  
Adult plants can also be cut 1-2" below the ground with a sharpened shovel. The cut plants will not resprout. If mature seeds are present 
they should be removed and disposed of. 
  
Herbicide treatment is effective on rosettes and younger adult plants. Herbicide is less effective on mature adults that have started 
producing seeds. A broadleaf herbicide such as 2,4-D or Escort is generally used. Careful spot-spraying will reduce unwanted damage to 
desirable plants. 
  
The best time to spray is during June, and the optimum time to mow or cut is late June through mid-July.  In early August, most parsnips 
are setting seed, and many plants have fully mature seeds.  Mowing at this time will still reduce future populations, but for small patches 
the best approach is to cut and bag the flower heads.  I like to pile the cut heads to dry in a place where I can burn them, and where I can 
later eliminate any seedlings that crop up. They can also be disposed of in the trash. 
  
  
Vermont resident Jim Elleson is the proprietor of Quercus Land Stewardship Services, a local business dedicated to helping landowners improve the ecological 
health of their land.  He can be contacted at jim@quercus-ls.com. 
 
  

Wild or Poison Parsnip, top, and Burdock, below. 
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our 
town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of 
community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or 
suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Keep up to date on town ordinances, meetings and other business at http://www.townofvermont.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Barb Grenlie 437-5856  
Supervisor #1 Scott Moe 767-4738 
Supervisor #2 Mary George, 576-0905 
Supervisor #3 Todd Culliton, 767-4145 
Supervisor #4 Doug Meier 767-8860 
Town Clerk Karen Carlock 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Kathy Smith 767-0809 
Town Patrolman Jack Schulenberg 437-
5490  
Building Inspector Johnson Inspections 
608-444-0372 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Doug Meier, 767-8860 
Vice Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 

Secretary Karen Carlock 767-2457 
 Scott Moe 767-4738 
Dean Bossenbroeck 669-1728 
Mary George, 576-0905 
Katie MacDonald, 438-4253 
John Hallick 
 
Fire Warden 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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